Teachers approached to increase navy's recruitment

The commander-in-chief of the Canadian Forces etlall military personnel to actively participatethe recruitment of
youth, a campaign dubbed "Operation ConnectioZ0id6. The military is now calling on schoolteachergo their part
to bring students into the ranks through a brawd cgriculum and recruitment has to be done ataaliee age than ever.

Promoting military enrolment now has to be donetista at kindergarten. This is confirmed by the rnesdagogical
approach to preschool, elementary, middle and &itjool teachers that was developed by the Deparihétational
Defence to mark the Canadian naval centennial.

Militarization among the very young*

The Canadian Forces' website has complete edudatsodesigned for teachers with the following gd&b showcase the
current navy and to reinforce the requirement for future navy. The first lesson sequence targets kids from
kindergarten to grade four (ages 5 to 9). The eibrta program specifically asks teachers ¢tontact the nearest
Recruiting Centre, naval ship, Canadian Forces RuBffairs Department, naval base, naval establishtvor naval unit
in order to arrange a Navy tolir Teachers are even encouraged to‘ygmtos, overheads, recruiting filinsf the
Canadian Forces' recruitment website to dd' thresentation of trades in the Canadian Navylhe program also
suggests that school personnel distribpt®rhotional itemsof the military to the children in their classrmos.

During the last lesson of the program, after numeictivities valorizing the military, children aasked' Do you plan to
join the Navy or Cadets?’How can this question lead to an informed decidia®e of any external influence or pressure,
from a5, 7 or 9 years old child? At the same tiime't it a form of manipulation, where the ansigethe question is
directly suggested? The effort to promote enlistnmeio the navy is targeting a vulnerable publcwhich we fail to
provide a good knowledge of the relevant factscilaire essential to a thoughtful decision. Shaeddhers be used to
the serve the purpose of military indoctrinatiorour public schools?

The most obnoxious aspect is the mobilization ofteachers to identify, starting at kindergartesteptial recruits for
the Navy and its youth wings: the Navy Cadet Cofpsm coast to coast, 3500 kids from 9 to 12 yeltsre enrolled in
the Navy League's cadets. When these kids reatthgiade, they are then solicited to increasedh&s of more than 10
000 cadets of the Canadian Royal Navy, who are bgetdeen 12 and 18 years old. How many among thirthen

join the military? The Cadets public affairs offi@fuses to disclose it.

A civilian organization??

The Department of National Defence describes theyMaague and Naval Cadet Corps as b&ingn-profit civilian
organizations that are dedicated to youth develagjfesl by/ volunteers from the community who want to givengou
people a dynamic and fulfilling program that wiklp them become responsible citizeris'reality, these organizations
are totally dependent on the Canadian Forces. @reeynanaged from military bases and from the Depart of National
Defence headquarters. The Navy League Cadetsilisymnfrastructure, personnel and funding fbeirr activities. Its
budget is heavily dependent upon a grant givermeyDepartment of National Defence, with contribogidrom other
Navy Cadet Corps and donations from a variety ditamy organizations, including a progrdmhich requires 17 related
defence companies to pay an annual.fAetording to the last quinquennial assessmerdrtey the Cadet Leagues, the
main grant of the Department of National Defence lieen renewed with the aim"@hproving access to coherent and
reliable information/between the League and the milithny prevent misinformation and to increase the pernof
cadet and volunteer member#’ this context, how can we really talk about Hevy League Cadets and Naval Cadet
Corps as civilian, community-based and volunteganizations?

Towards a poverty draft?

Building the interest of the youth in military sttures by offering free leisure activities is peutarly attractive for
children and teenagers, especially those thairiezonomically vulnerable situations. The Departhd Defence's
report concludes thastaller communities generally have fewer formabpams that are available for the development
of Canada's youth than do the larger centres. Aaogly, it is clear that the Cadet Leagues haveaitigd communities
where fewer opportunities exist. Through this thrtiee Cadet Leagues have reached out to the ydu@Ehnada, thereby
facilitating access to the Cadet Movemefith significant financial resources at its disploshe Canadian Forces can
afford to offer a youth sports program to kids ity @conomically disadvantaged neighbourhood or conity across the
country, something which few if any volunteer origations could accomplish.




Note that the Navy League of Canada is also aarigitlobby organization. The institution aimsnéiuence political
decisions in favour of economical investments mrtavy. In addition to its mandate to increase sudpr the navy
cadets movement, the Navy League is an active meafliee most powerful military lobby in Canadag tGonference of
Defence Associations, of which we frequently seeghokespersons comment on military issues indhe media.
Therefore, when a child enlists in the Navy Leagueidets, he or she must join this lobbying orgditia in addition to
signing a "promise of honour" to the Queen of tmatéd Kingdom: "I solemnly promise to honour thee@n and so
conduct myself as to be a credit to my country myccorps...and to assist and support The Navy LeafiCanada to the
best of my abilities".

With the slogan "Commemorate, Celebrate, Committking a century of the Canadian Navy, the CanaB@aces are
encouraging parents to let their children get tetaEmilitary training through the Navy League @by participating in
different activities promoting the military. Howew this is apparently far from enough. Schooless and the content
of their curriculums are now the next targets ef thilitary. To a population reluctant to engagéwasive wars, the
military must refine its recruitment techniquesushat great cost we finance military indoctrinatéd a very young age.

Rather, let use celebrate a hundred years of indatihg our youth for war.

Pictures taken at a recruitment kiosk on August 2" 2010 (Richibouctou, New Brunswick)
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Pictures from the website www.navyleague.ca
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